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A pipe is bored into the ground where water will be naturally 
turn into steam. The pressurized water ac�vates a turbine (2) 
that generates mechanical energy to move the hammers of the 
sculpture with a spinning screw. The hammers on top of the 
sculpture are ‘loaded’ and they are remotely controlled to come 
down whenever  needed. When there is a peak of consump�on 
the hammers can adjust their speed to generate more electrici� 
on the way down. They can also be parked on top of the sculp-
ture when there is need to store some energy. The sculpture will 
be in perpetual mo�on, but 50% of its energy can be stored in 
hammers on top.

 THE PERPETUUM MOBILE
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THE PERPETUUM MOBILE is a steam engine using the 
geothermal energy available in Fly Ranch. This energy moves 
heavy hammers up the sculpture and then gravi� brings them 
back down. The hammers have generators in their base carts 
which generate electrici�.

The en�re structure is made of wood, it is clad with stainless 
steel to protect the exposed areas and augment the s��ness to 
the structure. The hammer head is made of solid raw steel to 
give weight. The steel surface will slowly corrode, giving it a 
pa�na reminding of machines of the past.

The cart is the controlling element of the system. It guides the 
hammers around the sculpture and has 3 generators to produce 
the electrici�.
The cart-wheels spin only in one direc�on, so that they, with 
the hammers, can be pushed upwards, turn and generate 
electrici� downwards.

The Hammers are driven up mechanically and they generate 
energy on the way down. 


