Visitors to Fly Ranch are embarking on a journey of what Burning Man represents and it’s tenets. A glimpse into a way of life based on principles such as leave no trace, civic responsibility and self reliance. Building permanent structures at Fly Ranch represents a step in the direction of defining permanence to an ethos that was developed within a transient setting. These structures will emphasize to a wider audience the point that these tenets are a viable part of an emerging way of life.  Fly Ranch already has systems in place to deal with electricity, plumbing and restroom waste. This structure will take advantage of those existing systems and does not propose new or different systems. In order to reduce the footprint of the building and to maintain that narrative, the structure will not contain any amenities that might break the immersion of one visiting Fly Ranch and may not get used often enough to justify. The point of this structure isn't to invent new systems but rather to explore people's relationship with space while providing a shaded enclosure. 
As people visit Fly Ranch they are going to need a gathering place - a place to acclimate to the site and environment while looking out the windows. A place to meet one another, to listen to a talk or lecture, participate in an indoor workshop, begin or end a walk in the shade, keep their things while they explore the geyser, etc..
The building is designed to be located near the geyser and springs, while taking advantage of existing pathways of travel. The idea being that guests on the site may spend a greater amount of time near the springs than other portions of the site, and providing a shelter at the most interesting natural features of the site seems like an opportunity worth taking. There is a relatively un-vegitated field currently used for vehicular parking and travel, which is the perfect location for a building that doesn't want to disturb the natural landscape and wants to take advantage of patterns of behavior which have formed naturally on the site before the building existed.  
The building is small, but open. The building consists of an entry hall with high ceilings. Upon entering the building one will be able to look straight ahead, through the entryway, north towards the Fly Ranch geyser and springs. To the left and right, thick, thermal mass walls made with environmentally friendly concrete mixed with local aggregate help to regulate the interior temperature by delaying the rise and fall of the outside temperature. Archways through these massive walls leads to the left and right to open floor plan gathering spaces. With glass walls to the north that can slide all the way open, guests are welcome to move inside and outside at their leisure using the shade of the building to accent the experience they are having with the remainder of the site and the art. Movable furniture can be placed inside, moved around or omitted entirely to accommodate a variety of indoor gathering styles - desks for meetings, chairs for informal lectures, couches for respite, and open space for dance or movement workshops. 
The green roof and thick concrete/earthen walls will provide a level of insulation and heat-sink to the building. Absorbing heat during the day and retaining heat at night. As heat rises within the space, it can exit the building via louvers in the high glass, creating a passive cooling system along with the linear shape and many operable windows creates a flexible space for a variety of activities. 
Maintenance: The building is simple and will only need to be swept, maintained and repaired. 
A rough cost estimate places the final construction cost around 1,000,000 dollars. this is based on the average cost of earth-ship construction which is 225$/sf with the building itself being 3,175 square feet.
The building is constructed primarily out of sustainably harvested wood and concrete thermal mass walls with a large proportion of local aggregate.
If granted, an architectural scale model of the structure would be constructed. Most likely at 1/4"=1'-0" scale, producing an accurate model of approximately 2' long and 8" tall costing in the range of $1,000 to build.
Environmental impact: The building will disturb the ground it sits on, however the green roof will replace some of that area from an environmental standpoint. Electricity could be provided by solar panels or even a generator. Accommodations could be made if interior plumbing is desired and would most likely be a composting toilet system. 
