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Architecture of In-Between: Community as Shared Ground

The traditional Marou village presents a compelling spatial ethic—one without property lines, where the space between dwellings is communal and alive with daily activity. This culture of “in-between” is reinterpreted through a central
community courtyard, encircled by a looping walkway that echoes the informal paths of the existing village.

Along this loop, three pavilions are placed in seemingly spontaneous arrangement, referencing the scattered yet intentional siting of Fijian houses. The main gathering shed provides an open hall for village-wide events, while smaller
semi-enclosed spaces between structures foster informal gatherings, cooking, and resting. The entire area becomes a continuous public ground—adaptive, generous, and rooted in tradition.
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W Designing to Fail: Fabric, Flexibility, and Recovery
[ : Central to the architectural language is a tensile canopy system designed with intentional impermanence. Lightweight membranes are engineered to disengage or collapse under extreme weather, minimizing structural damage and
R maximizing safety.
I & P28
g e Vertical supports are fitted with modular brackets and clearly marked anchor points, allowing villagers to reassemble or reconfigure the canopies as needed. This system transforms weather events into opportunities for creative
7,/4 { renewal. Each reconstruction introduces new rhythms, new geometries—allowing the built environment to evolve with its people, its seasons, and its climate.




