
POWER GRID
POWER GRID hearkens back to the natural phenomena that kept our climate in harmony before human 
intervention, creating a simple yet profound refuge of trees amongst the high-tech buildings and infrastruc-
ture of Masdar City. 536 drought resistant Ghaf Trees, the national tree of the U.A.E., are planted in a 
simple hypostyle grid, inspired by traditional mosque architecture, and on axis with the nearby 
solar farm’s panels. Each tree passively sequesters carbon, attracts fauna, and contrib-
utes to a shady, cool, microclimate. The trees are inexpensive, and forgo the embod-
ied energy of processed, man-made materials.

An array of sensors, powered by low voltage derived from the trees them-
selves, tracks each tree’s growth and environmental contributions. 
These data are displayed in real time on trees within the site itself, 
and at other key locations throughout the city, encouraging us to 
pause and reflect upon what we can learn from nature in our 
efforts to become more responsible inhabitants of the planet.

ا ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـز وراي ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ا رم ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ن ا ل ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ن ت يئ هــذه ب

ـون ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ غنّ ـق ي ـ ـ ـ ـد والخلاي ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـي دار زاي ـ ـ ـ ف

ا ــ ـن الزواي ـ ـ ـ ـ ي نسمــاتِ ب ـة ال ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ـ ــا روعـ ي

ـون ـ كـ ـوا الصحاري نبضها حي في ال ـ ـ شوف


