
Concept development:

THE
SOLAR

COMPASS

Masdar City has for years been a beacon of hope and innovation
in our quest for a sustainable future. It has been a compass for
creativity and technology since its inception, and it would only make
sense to symbolize that through an inspiring work of art that engages
the visitor’s sense of hope through an optimistic approach.

The solar compass seeks to do just that; to mobilize our minds and
enthusiasm through a power generating work of art that draws its
inspiration from a largely relatable “object”. Engaging curiosity might
in fact be our most powerful tool in our quest for sustainability.
Technology is here already; we just need to make it creatively stimulating.

We start off with a compass shaped structure
in the middle of the desert.

The compass’ needle is reimagined as a distinctive sculptural
gesture within the structure.

A polar arrangement of heliostats is placed on top
of the ring, concentrating solar heat onto the pinacle.

Finally, both sides of the compass are lifted as to allow
passage through the structure, and transforming it

into a gathering plaza.


